Mutagenesis as viewed from another perspective.
Mutation has generally been considered a random process, not directed. Thus, a mechanism allowing for adaptively responsive mutagenesis has conceptually been precluded. However, an adaptively directed mutagenesis in response to environmental stress can be based upon genetic mutator systems. Such systems, known for years, have been seen as exceptional and not considered in terms of an adaptively responsive mutagenesis. Environmental stress which invokes this type of mutagenesis can thus be regarded as mutagenic itself, and our concept of what is mutagenic must therefore be broadened. Relevant matters are also discussed.